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We are committed to complying with the DfE requirement to move our early years setting towards net zero by 2050. This means reducing our carbon footprint, embedding sustainability in the curriculum, engaging parents in this aim, and working with the local community.
We recognise that we have a role to play in the Government’s aim to reach net zero by 2050.
· We want to further improve our personalised curriculum, integrating these principles into our daily practice.
· We wish to reduce our carbon footprint even more and we will challenge ourselves to improve our sustainability.
· We want to review how well we share information with parents and improve engagement.
· Consistently looking for new projects to get involved in within the local area.
As part of the DfE net zero aims by 2050, The DfE states that early year’s providers need to write a climate action plan. DfE states that our climate action plan should cover 4 main areas of provision:
• Decarbonisation.
• Adaptation and resilience.
• Biodiversity.
• Climate education and green careers.
We aim to complete an energy audit of the nursery to create a baseline understanding of where we currently at to be able to plan appropriately for the future.
Decarbonisation:
We are committed to reducing carbon emissions by:
· Becoming more energy efficient by using LED lightbulbs where possible and having many of them on a sensor so they are off when not in use and turning off electrical points when not in use.
· Reducing waste and recycling.  We recycle all our food waste both in the rooms and in the kitchen. We encourage children to recycle items within nursery to prevent the need to buy plastics i.e. saving yogurt pots for paint pots and for planting seeds.
· Monitoring and reducing the use of carbon emissions where possible. We have families that already walk to school, this can be improved and encouraged. We promote lots of walks whilst the children are at nursery to develop their love for walking outdoors.
Adaptation and resilience
We are committed to taking actions to reduce the risk of impact from climate change:
· Teaching children about the world around them. We run a Forest School for our 3–4-year-old school leavers in the spring and summer.  Through our Forest school group, we care for our local birds and mini beasts by making bird feeders and bug houses
· Through play and learning we teach the children about the wider environment, and their local communities.
· Environmentally friendly routines. Children and staff put their food in the clearly labelled bins. We have in place a regular handwashing routine.
· We involve children in sorting and recycling materials from nursery packaging and have a box for recycled material that the children can use and explore.
· The children bring to nursery their own reusable water bottles. Our taps are press taps which go off after about 10 seconds. Our children love water play and it has been recommended in the EYFS that children experience it as part of their learning. When a water tray is being filled, we will keep it to a minimum, being mindful of water waste, this will be explained to the children and learnt through their play. We will re-use water from water play, for washing outdoor play equipment and watering plants.
Biodiversity
We are committed to taking actions to reduce the risk of impact from climate change:
· Feeding the birds. Currently we have curriculum-based activities (Forest School) around bird watching and making bird feeders. 
· Little Feet Day Nursery have been growing and releasing butterflies for several years, it is a very popular part of our curriculum. We have a small pond we do to as part of our forest school to look for and discuss pond life. 
· Planting in the garden, using seeds and recycled plant pots. The children plant sunflowers, and cress at nursery and are encouraged to nurture them at home.
Climate education and green careers
We are committed to our children being educated about climate education and given opportunities that will prepare them for learning more about sustainability and life-long learning, for example:
· Learning more about climate change so we can share the information with the children.
· Planning activities which teach children about nature and the natural world.
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